
AGENDA 
FERRIS CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF FERRIS 
A GENERAL LAW MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF THE 

STATE OF TEXAS, ELLIS COUNTY 
AT THE 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
215 W. SIXTH STREET, FERRIS, TEXAS 75125 

6:00 P.M. MONDAY, AUGUST 3, 2015 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FERRIS 
WILL MEET IN REGULAR SESSION AT 6:00 P.M. ON THE 3RD DAY OF AUGUST, 
2015 AT ITS REGULAR MEETING PLACE AT 215 W. SIXTH STREET, FERRIS, 
TEXAS FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONSIDERING: 

ITEM 
	

DESCRIPTION 	 PAGE 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 

1. 	Call to order. 	 0 

• Invocation 

• Pledge of Allegiance 

2. Roll call to determine the presence of a quorum. 	 1 

CONSENT AGENDA 

3. All matters listed under Consent Agenda are considered to be 
routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one motion. There 
will not be separate discussion of these items. Approval of the 
Consent Agenda authorizes the Mayor/City Manager to execute all 
matters necessary to implement each item. Any item may be 
removed from the Consent Agenda for separate discussion and 
consideration by any member of the City Council. 

• Minutes of July 16, 2015 City Council meeting and July 20, 
2015 Joint City Council and Planning and Zoning meeting 	 2 

• Expenditures for the period ending July 24, 2015 
Sep. Coy. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 

4. The City Council welcomes comments from the public. Those 
wishing to speak must sign in with the City Secretary before the 
meeting begins. Speakers may speak on any topic, whether on the 
agenda or not. The City Council cannot act upon, discuss issues 
raised, or make any decisions at this time. Speakers must observe a 
three minute time limit. Total time allocation for Public Comments is 
fifteen minutes. Groups of individuals wanting to discuss the same 
item must select one spokesperson. Inquiries regarding matters not 
listed on the Agenda may be referred to Staff for research and 
possible future action. 

PRESENTATION  

5. Presentation given by Travis Kelly of "Texas Central Partners" 
regarding the status of the high speed rail project. 	 9 

DISCUSSION 

6. Discussion regarding the budget for the City of Ferris for the fiscal 
year beginning October 1, 2015 and ending September 30, 2016. 

Sep. Coy. 

OLD BUSINESS 

7. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate 
regarding the adoption of the Strategic Plan, Mission Statement, and 
Vision Statement. 	 10 

CLOSING 

8. Adjourn. 
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DESTINY LUSK WRIGHT 
CITY SECRETARY 

Executive Session Reservation  

The City Council reserves the right to convene into an Executive Session (closed 
to the public) as authorized by Section 551.071(2) of the TEXAS GOVERNMENT 
CODE, for the purpose of seeking confidential legal advice from the City Attorney 
on any agenda item listed herein. 

Disability Assistance and Accommodation 

Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need 
assistance should contact the City Secretary at (972) 544-2110 two working days 
prior to the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made. 

I, DESTINY LUSK WRIGHT, HEREBY 
CERTIFY THE FOREGOING NOTICE 
WAS POSTED ON OR BEFORE THE 
31sT DAY OF JULY, 2015 BY 5:00 P.M. 
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Title Name 6 20 3 17 1 15 5 20 2 17 2 16 6 20 4 18 1 15 6 11 16 20 3 17 8 21

Mayor Micheal Driggars P A P P - P - P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

Alderman, Place 1 James Starr P P P P - P - P P P P P P P P P P P P P P A

Mayor Pro Tem Jay Walsh P P P P - A - P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

Alderman, Place 3 Bobby Lindsey - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - P P P P P P P

Alderman, Place 4 Gary Ross P A P A - P - P P A P P P P P P P P P P P P

Alderman, Place 5 Carol Wright P P P P - P - P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

Total: 6 4 6 5 - 5 - 6 5 5 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 5

Title Name 6 20 3 17 1 15 5 20 2 17 2 16 6 20 4 18 1 15 6 11 16 20 3 17 8 21

City Manager Carl Sherman - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - P P

City Secretary Destiny Wright P P P P - P - P P P P P P P P P P A P P P P

City Attorney Kent Hofmeister P A A A - A - A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

Fire Chief Tim Birdwell P P P P - P - P P P P P P P P P P P P A P P

I.T. Director Doug Childers P P P P - P - P P P P P P P P P P P P A P P

Eco. Dev. Coordinator Chuck Dart P P P A - P - P P P P P P P P P P P P A A P

Finance Director Melissa Gonzalez P P P P - A - P P P P P A P P P P A P A A P

Library Director Kathy Harrington P P P P - P - P P P A P P P P P P P P A P P

Chief Building Official Bill Jordan P P P P - P - P P P P P P P P P P A P A A P

Police Chief Sam Love P P P P - P - A P P A P P P P P P P P A A P

Total: 10 9 9 8 - 8 - 8 9 9 7 9 8 9 9 9 8 5 8 1 5 9

Mayor, "Will the City Secretary call the roll?"

     The City Secretary calls each Member's position and name.

     They respond if they are present. P

City Secretary, "Mayor, a quorum is present." A

City Staff     May
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STATE OF TEXAS 

COUNTY OF ELLIS 

 

 

 

THE FERRIS CITY COUNCIL MET IN A SPECIAL CALLED 

SESSION JULY 16, 2015 AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL 

CHAMBERS LOCATED AT 215 W. SIXTH STREET, FERRIS, 

TEXAS. 

 
MEMBER ATTENDANCE  STAFF ATTENDANCE 
Mayor Micheal Driggars P  City Manager Carl Sherman P 

Alderman, Place 1 James Starr P  City Secretary Destiny Wright P 

Mayor Pro Tem Jay Walsh P  City Attorney Kent Hofmeister  A 

Alderman, Place 3 Bobby Lindsey P  Fire Chief Tim Birdwell  P 

Alderman, Place 4 Gary Ross P  I.T. Director Doug Childers P 

Alderman, Place 5 Carol Wright P  Eco. Dev. Coordinator Chuck Dart A 

    Finance Director Melissa Gonzalez A 

    Library Director Kathy Harrington P 

    Chief Building Official Bill Jordan A 

    Police Chief Sam Love A 

 

 

 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 

 

1. Call to order. 

 

• Invocation 

• Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Mayor Driggars called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.  The invocation was 

given by Alderman Ross. 

 

2. Roll call to determine the presence of a quorum. 

 
 City Secretary Wright called roll and determined that a quorum was present. 
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AGREEMENT 

 

3. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding the 

appointment of Carl O. Sherman, Sr. as the new City Manager. 

 
Discussion transpired regarding the legality of the appointment due to Mr. 

Sherman being the current Mayor of Desoto.  Kent Hofmeister, City Attorney, 

submitted the following statement in regards to the issue: 

 

“In my opinion, neither Article XVI, Section 40 of the Texas Constitution 

nor the common-law doctrine of incompatibility precludes Mr. Sherman 

from serving as both the Mayor of DeSoto and the City Manager of 

Ferris.” 

 

Alderman Ross moved to appoint Carl O. Sherman, Sr. as the new City Manager.  

Seconded by Alderman Wright.  For:  Starr, Ross, Wright.  Against: Walsh, 

Lindsey.  Motion carried 3-2-0. 

 

 
 

CLOSING 

 

4. Adjourn. 

 

 Alderman Starr moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Alderman Ross.  

For: Unanimous.  The motion carried 5-0-0.  With no further business to come 

before the council, Mayor Driggars adjourned the meeting  at 7:24 P.M. 

 

 

APPROVED THIS THE 3RD DAY OF AUGUST, 2015. 

 

 

____________________________ 
                                                                         Micheal L. Driggars, Mayor 

 

ATTEST:     APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

_________________________  ____________________________ 
Destiny Lusk Wright, City Secretary  Kent Hofmeister, City Attorney 
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STATE OF TEXAS 

COUNTY OF ELLIS 

 

 

 

THE FERRIS CITY COUNCIL MET IN A JOINT SESSION WITH 

THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION JULY 20, 2015 AT 

6:00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED AT 215 W. 

SIXTH STREET, FERRIS, TEXAS. 

 
COUNCIL ATTENDANCE  STAFF ATTENDANCE 
Mayor Micheal Driggars P  City Manager Carl Sherman P 

Alderman, Place 1 James Starr A  City Secretary Destiny Wright P 

Mayor Pro Tem Jay Walsh P  City Attorney Kent Hofmeister  A 

Alderman, Place 3 Bobby Lindsey P  Fire Chief Tim Birdwell  P 

Alderman, Place 4 Gary Ross P  I.T. Director Doug Childers P 

Alderman, Place 5 Carol Wright P  Eco. Dev. Coordinator Chuck Dart P 

    Finance Director Melissa Gonzalez P 

    Library Director Kathy Harrington P 

    Chief Building Official Bill Jordan P 

    Police Chief Sam Love P 

 

COMMISSION ATTENDANCE 
Chair Jim Kay P 

Commissioner, Place 2 Rudy Amor P 

Commissioner, Place 3 Bill Malloy P 

Commissioner, Place 4 Vacant - 

Vice Chair Charles Hatfield A 

Commissioner, Place 6 Christi Farish A 

Commissioner, Place 7 Richard Barrett P 

 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 

 

1. Call to order. 

 

• Invocation 

• Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Mayor Driggars called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.  The invocation was 

given by Doug Childers. 

 

2. Roll call of the City Council to determine the presence of a quorum. 

 
 City Secretary Wright called roll and determined that a quorum of the City 

Council was present. 
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3. Roll call of the Planning and Zoning Commission to determine the presence 

of a quorum. 

 
 City Secretary Wright called roll and determined that a quorum of the Planning 

and Zoning Commission was present. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA – CITY COUNCIL 

 

4. All matters listed under Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the 

City Council and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be separate 

discussion of these items.  Approval of the Consent Agenda authorizes the 

Mayor/City Manager to execute all matters necessary to implement each 

item.  Any item may be removed from the Consent Agenda for separate 

discussion and consideration by any member of the City Council.  

 

• Minutes of  July 6, 2015 and July 11, 2015 City Council meetings 

• Expenditures for the periods ending June 30, 2015 and July 10, 

2015 

 
Alderman Ross moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Alderman 

Lindsey.  For:  Unanimous.  Motion carried 4-0-0.   

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

 

5. Consider approval of meeting minutes for the Joint City Council and 

Planning and Zoning meeting of June 1, 2015.  

 

Commissioner Barrett moved to approve the meeting minutes for the Joint City 

Council and Planning and Zoning meeting of June 1, 2015.  Seconded by 

Commissioner Malloy.  For:  Unanimous.  Motion carried 4-0-0. 

 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

6. The City Council welcomes comments from the public.  Those wishing to 

speak must sign in with the City Secretary before the meeting begins.  

Speakers may speak on any topic, whether on the agenda or not.  The City 

Council cannot act upon, discuss issues raised, or make any decisions at this 

time.  Speakers must observe a three minute time limit.  Total time allocation 

for Public Comments is fifteen minutes.  Groups of individuals wanting to 

discuss the same item must select one spokesperson.  Inquiries regarding 

matters not listed on the Agenda may be referred to Staff for research and 

possible future action. 
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No comments made. 

 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

7. Discussion regarding a proposed heavy equipment sales, rental, and repair 

business opening in Ferris. 

 
Matt Cooper, District Manager for Cooper Equipment, gave a presentation 

regarding his company’s intention to open up a heavy equipment sales, rental, and 

repair business in Ferris along the IH45 Southbound Service Road just south of 

ATCO Products.  Mr. Cooper indicated that Cooper Equipment is currently in the 

due diligence phase and requested the opportunity to come before the Mayor, 

Council, and Planning and Zoning Commission for feedback.   

 

Chief Building Official Bill Jordan informed the Mayor, Council, and Planning 

and Zoning Commission that the current zoning of the property is “Commercial 

Corridor” and that the desired zoning is “Planned Development with Industrial 

Base”.  Mr. Cooper indicated that the process will take approximately 18 months 

in order for the site to be fully operational.  The initial size of the building will be 

40’ by 70’ with a concrete pad for room to expand in the future.  Mr. Jordan will 

work closely with Cooper Equipment in order to get the process started. 

 

Overall, the Mayor, Council, and Planning and Zoning Commission provided 

positive feedback. 

 

 

 

CLOSING – PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

 

8. Adjourn: Planning and Zoning Commission. 

 
Commissioner Barrett moved to adjourn the Planning and Zoning Commission.  

Seconded by Commissioner Amor.  For: Unanimous.  The motion carried 4-0-0.  

With no further business to come before the Planning and Zoning Commission, 

Chairman Kay adjourned the Commissioners at 6:22 P.M. 

 

 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

9. Presentation by Reliant Energy regarding the City’s plans for future 

electricity costs. 
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Mark Boyd and Nick Jordan of Reliant Energy gave a presentation regarding 

ways that Reliant Energy can assist the City in order to obtain a lower electric rate 

such as: (1) providing consultant services and (2) providing an energy analysis. 

 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

10. Discussion regarding a proposed “Public Art” Ordinance. 

 

Economic Development Coordinator Chuck Dart informed the Mayor and 

Council that a proposed “Public Art” Ordinance will be presented at a future 

meeting.  The purpose of the Ordinance is to provide standards and procedures for 

the acquisition of artwork by purchase, commission, or donation. 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

11. Announcement regarding the resignation of the Ferris Municipal Court’s 

Alternate Judge, Dana Huffman. 

 

Mayor Driggars announced the resignation of the Ferris Municipal Court’s 

Alternate Judge, Dana Huffman. 

 

12. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding the 

appointment and ratification of Dana Huffman as the new Prosecutor for 

Ferris Municipal Court. 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Walsh moved to appoint Dana Huffman as the new Prosecutor 

for Ferris Municipal Court.  Alderman Ross moved to ratify the appointment.  

For: Unanimous.  Motion carried 4-0-0. 

 

13. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding the 

appointment and ratification of Kathy Austin as the new Alternate Judge for 

Ferris Municipal Court. 

 
Alderman Ross moved to appoint Kathy Austin as the new Alternate Judge for 

Ferris Municipal Court.  Mayor Pro Tem Walsh moved to ratify the appointment.  

For: Unanimous.  Motion carried 4-0-0. 

 

14. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding the 

appointment of James Swafford to the Planning and Zoning Commission. 

 

7

RETURN TO AGENDA



 

Page 5 of 7 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Walsh moved to appoint James Swafford to the Planning and 

Zoning Commission.  Seconded by Alderman Wright.  For: Unanimous.  Motion 

carried 4-0-0. 

 

 

 

AGREEMENT 
 

15. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding 

entering into an agreement with TML Multistate Intergovernmental 

Employee Benefits Pool for COBRA Continuation of Coverage. 

 

Alderman Ross moved to enter into an agreement with TML Multistate 

Intergovernmental Employee Benefits Pool for COBRA Continuation of 

Coverage.  Seconded by Alderman Wright.  For: Unanimous.  Motion carried 4-0-

0. 

 

 

 

ORDINANCES 

 

16. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding 

Ordinance No. O-15-793 repealing Chapter 151 “Minimal Building 

Standards Code” of the Code of Ordinances. 

 
Alderman Ross moved to approve Ordinance No. O-15-793.  Seconded by 

Alderman Wright.  For: Unanimous.  Motion carried 4-0-0. 

 

17. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding 

Ordinance No. O-15-794 repealing and replacing certain provisions of 

Chapter 150 “Building Regulations, Construction” of the Code of 

Ordinances by providing that all contractors, regardless of trade and not 

limited solely to electricians, must register and apply for, and be issued, an 

annual license from the City, and to further provide for related license 

renewal requirements and fees, penalties, and exemptions. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Walsh moved to approve Ordinance No. O-15-794.  Seconded by 

Alderman Ross.  For: Unanimous.  Motion carried 4-0-0. 

 

18. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding 

Ordinance No. O-15-795 amending Chapter 52 “Garbage” of the Code of 

Ordinances by adding a new subsection (D) to Section 52.05 “Additional 

Prohibited Acts” to prohibit persons and businesses from depositing 

materials in dumpsters and similar waste receptacles not owned by such 

persons or businesses, with certain identified exceptions. 
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Alderman Wright moved to approve Ordinance No. O-15-795.  Seconded by 

Alderman Ross.  For: Unanimous.  Motion carried 4-0-0. 

 

19. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding 

Ordinance No. O-15-796 repealing Sections 92.01 “High Grass and Weeds” 

and 92.02 “Nuisances” of the Code of Ordinances in order to avoid any 

duplication or conflict between the International Property Maintenance Code. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Walsh moved to approve Ordinance No. O-15-796.  Seconded by 

Alderman Lindsey.  For: Unanimous.  Motion carried 4-0-0. 

 

20 Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding 

Ordinance No. O-15-797 repealing Section 93.01 “Definitions” of the Code of 

Ordinances and replacing with a new Section 93.01 “Definitions” by 

providing a new set of definitions to avoid duplication or conflict within the 

Code of Ordinances. 

 
Alderman Ross moved to approve Ordinance No. O-15-797.  Seconded by Mayor 

Pro Tem Walsh.  For: Unanimous.  Motion carried 4-0-0. 

 

21 Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding 

Ordinance No. O-15-798 amending Title IX “General Regulations”, Chapter 

93 “Abandoned and Junked Property”, by repealing Sections 93.20 through 

93.32 pertaining to “Junked Vehicles” and Section 93.99 “Penalty” of the 

Code of Ordinances and replacing those sections with new Sections 93.20 

through 93.33 in order to provide for the regulation of junked vehicles. 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Walsh moved to approve Ordinance No. O-15-798.  Seconded by 

Alderman Ross.  For: Unanimous.  Motion carried 4-0-0. 

 

 

 

CLOSING 

 

22. Adjourn. 

 

 Alderman Ross moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Alderman Wright.  

For: Unanimous.  The motion carried 4-0-0.  With no further business to come 

before the council, Mayor Driggars adjourned the meeting at 6:55 P.M. 
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APPROVED THIS THE 3RD DAY OF AUGUST, 2015. 

 

 

____________________________ 
  Micheal L. Driggars, Mayor 

 

 

 

ATTEST:     APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

_________________________  ____________________________ 
Destiny Lusk Wright, City Secretary  Kent Hofmeister, City Attorney 
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: August 3, 2015 

FROM: Mayor, Micheal Driggars 
TO:  City Council 

 

SUBJECT:  High Speed Rail 

 

Mr. Travis Kelly, VP of Government Relations for Texas Central 

Partners, is present tonight to give a presentation regarding the 

status of the high speed rail project. 
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MEMORANDUM 

 
Date:  August 3, 2015 
From:  Chuck Dart, Economic Development Coordinator 
To:  Mayor and City Council 

  

SUBJECT:  Adoption of City of Ferris Strategic Plan 

 

On February 16 the City Council voted to approve the 4A EDC 

recommendation to fund the City’s first Strategic Plan (phase 1) 

and follow up implementation plan (phase 2). The $22,000 

expenditure is being paid for in entirety by the 4A EDC.  Under 

the leadership of the consultants, Marty Wieder and Jason 

Claunch, eighteen (18) members of the community met twice to 

develop and review the SWOT Analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, 

Opportunities and Threats).   Soon thereafter, the consultants 

developed the draft strategic plan which was subsequently 

vetted by the mayor, the director of economic development, and 

the 4A EDC board.   Tonight the consultants will present the final 

plan.  It includes a limited number of achievable short term and 

long term goals.   

 

After your questions are satisfied, the council is requested to 

adopt the Economic Development Strategic Plan, Mission 

Statement, and Vision Statement.  The adoption will signal the 

kickoff of the implementation plan (phase 2). 
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