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Title Name 5 19 2 16 7 21 4 19 1 16 7 21 4 18 2 16 6 20 5 18 1 15 6 19

Mayor Micheal Driggars P

Alderman, Place 1 James Starr P

Mayor Pro Tem Jay Walsh P

Alderman, Place 3 Bobby Lindsey P

Alderman, Place 4 Gary Ross A

Alderman, Place 5 Carol Wright P

Total: 5

Title Name 5 19 2 16 7 21 4 19 1 16 7 21 4 18 2 16 6 20 5 18 1 15 6 19

City Manager Carl Sherman P

City Secretary Destiny Wright P

City Attorney Kent Hofmeister A

Fire Chief/Int. Police Cf. Tim Birdwell P

I.T. Director Doug Childers P

Eco. Dev. Coordinator Chuck Dart P

Finance Director Melissa Gonzalez P

Library Director Kathy Harrington P

Chief Building Official Bill Jordan P

Police Chief Vacant -

Pub. Wrks. Director Red Taylor -

Pub. Wrks. Supervisor Eric Moss P

Total: 9

Mayor, "Will the City Secretary call the roll?"

     The City Secretary calls each Member's position and name.

     They respond if they are present. P
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STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF ELLIS 
 
 
 
THE FERRIS CITY COUNCIL MET IN A SPECIAL SESSION 
AUGUST 31, 2015 AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
LOCATED AT 215 W. SIXTH STREET, FERRIS, TEXAS. 
 
MEMBER ATTENDANCE  STAFF ATTENDANCE 
Mayor Micheal Driggars P  City Manager Carl Sherman P 

Alderman, Place 1 James Starr P  City Secretary Destiny Wright P 

Mayor Pro Tem Jay Walsh P  City Attorney Kent Hofmeister  A 

Alderman, Place 3 Bobby Lindsey P  Fire Chief Tim Birdwell  P 

Alderman, Place 4 Gary Ross P  I.T. Director Doug Childers P 

Alderman, Place 5 Carol Wright P  Eco. Dev. Coordinator Chuck Dart P 

    Finance Director Melissa Gonzalez P 

    Library Director Kathy Harrington A 

    Chief Building Official Bill Jordan A 

    Police Chief Sam Love P 

    Public Works Supervisor Eric Moss P 

 
 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 
1. Call to order. 
 

• Invocation 

• Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Mayor Driggars called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.  The invocation was 
given by Doug Childers. 

 
2. Roll call to determine the presence of a quorum. 
 
 City Secretary Wright called roll and determined that a quorum was present. 
 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
3. The City Council welcomes comments from the public.  Those wishing to 

speak must sign in with the City Secretary before the meeting begins.  
Speakers may speak on any topic, whether on the agenda or not.  The City 
Council cannot act upon, discuss issues raised, or make any decisions at this 
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time.  Speakers must observe a three minute time limit.  Total time allocation 
for Public Comments is fifteen minutes.  Groups of individuals wanting to 
discuss the same item must select one spokesperson.  Inquiries regarding 
matters not listed on the Agenda may be referred to Staff for research and 
possible future action. 
 
Louis Butler, Star Transit employee, expressed his desire to open a facility to help 
the homeless and lost.  Mr. Butler was directed to contact Chief Building Official 
Jordan for procedural information. 

 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
4. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding 

Resolution No. R-15-187 authorizing designated signatories for the City of 
Ferris accounts contracted with Commercial State Bank. 

 
Alderman Ross moved to approve Resolution No. R-15-187.  Seconded by 
Alderman Wright.  For: Unanimous.  Motion carried 5-0-0. 
 

5. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding 
Resolution No. R-15-188 reviewing annually the official investment strategy 
and investment policy in accordance with the Public Funds Investment Act, 
Chapter 2256 of the Texas Government Code. 

 
Alderman Starr moved to approve Resolution No. R-15-188.  Seconded by Mayor 
Pro Tem Walsh.  For: Unanimous.  Motion carried 5-0-0. 

 
 
 

AGREEMENT 
 
6. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding 

entering into a Bank Depository Agreement with Commercial State Bank. 
 

Alderman Wright moved to approve entering into a Bank Depository Agreement 
with Commercial State Bank.  Seconded by Alderman Ross.  For: Unanimous.  
Motion carried 5-0-0. 

 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
7. Open Public Hearing. 
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Mayor Driggars opened the Public Hearing at 6:11 P.M. 
 
8. Conduct Public Hearing #2 regarding the proposed tax rate of $0.687134 per 

$100. 
 

• Announcement: The vote on the Ordinance setting the tax rate will 
occur September 8, 2015 at 6:00 P.M. at the Council Chambers 
located at 215 W. Sixth Street, Ferris, TX. 

 
No comments made. 

 
9. Close Public Hearing. 
 

Mayor Driggars closed the Public Hearing at 6:11 P.M. 
 
 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
10. Discussion regarding the budget for the City of Ferris for the fiscal year 

beginning October 1, 2015 and ending September 30, 2016. 
 

City Manager Carl Sherman and Finance Director Melissa Gonzalez, gave the 
third presentation on the proposed 2015-2016 budget to the Mayor and Council 
and noted all revisions that have been made since the last presentation.  Alderman 
Ross made a second request to have the Food Supplies and Ice budget for the 
senior citizens increased to $6,000.00. 

 
 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
11. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding the 

proposed Ordinance amending Chapter 115 “Alcohol Regulations” of the 
Code of Ordinances. 

 
Economic Development Coordinator Chuck Dart explained that the City does not 
have an Ordinance regulating Special Event Permits and as the City grows, this 
will become an issue. 
 
City Secretary Destiny Wright explained that, in the past, the Metro Grill (located 
at 121 S. Main) has been allowed to serve alcohol at special events by requesting 
a temporary extension of premises.  The owner, David Millison, submits a written 
request to the City and the Mayor determines approval.  If granted approval, Mr. 
Millison rents the booths directly in front of his restaurant and serves within the 
physical barriers around the booths.  According to the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
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Commission, food must also be served in the booths.  During an event, the same 
TABC rules and regulations that apply inside the restaurant apply in the booths. 
Currently, the Metro Grill is the only restaurant in the City with an on premise 
alcohol permit.  Therefore, the need to pass a Special Event Permit is not 
necessarily a priority since the Mayor has approved previous requests for a 
temporary extension of premises.  Mrs. Wright recommended the City review and 
amend Ordinance No. 106 which states “It shall be unlawful for any person, 
persons, or group of persons to openly consume alcoholic beverages on a public 
street or in a public place within the limits of the city.” 
 
Mayor and Council requested Mr. Dart research and compare other Ordinances 
prior to approving the draft as presented.  Chief Building Official Bill Jordan and 
Fire Chief Tim Birdwell can assist with this task as it relates to mass gatherings.  
Staff will review and present this item to Council at a later date. 

 
 
 

ORDINANCE 
 
12. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding 

Ordinance No. O-15-803 repealing Chapter 152 “Signs” in its entirety. 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Walsh moved to approve Ordinance No. O-15-803.  Seconded by 
Alderman Ross.  For: Unanimous.  Motion carried 5-0-0. 

 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
13. Announcement by the presiding officer that a closed meeting will take place 

as authorized by Section 551.074 of the Texas Open Meetings Act – 
“Personnel Matters”. A governmental body may conduct a closed meeting to 
deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, 
discipline, or dismissal of a city officer or employee, or to hear complaints or 
charges against such officer or employee, unless such officer or employee 
request a public hearing. 

 
14. Adjourn the Public Meeting. 
 

Mayor Driggars called for a ten minute recess at 6:37 P.M.  The public meeting 
was adjourned at 6:47 P.M. 

 
15. Conduct Executive Session as authorized by Section 551.074 of the Texas 

Open Meetings Act – “Personnel Matters”. 
 
16. Reconvene into Open Session. 
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Mayor Driggars reconvened into open session at 7:57 P.M. 

 
17. Action as a result of the above-listed Executive Session. 
 

No action taken. 
 
 
 

CLOSING 
 
18. Adjourn. 
 
 Alderman Ross moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Alderman Starr.  

For: Unanimous.  The motion carried 5-0-0.  With no further business to come 
before the council, Mayor Driggars adjourned the meeting at 7:58 P.M. 

 
 
 

APPROVED THIS THE 19TH DAY OF OCTOBER, 2015. 
 
 
____________________________ 

                                                                         Micheal L. Driggars, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 
 
_________________________  ____________________________ 
Destiny Lusk Wright, City Secretary  Kent Hofmeister, City Attorney 
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City of Ferris 
AGENDA ITEM REPORT

Meeting Date: 

Department: 

Submitted By: 

Previously Reviewed By: 

Item Type: 

Budgeted Expense: _____ No    _____ Yes, Amount: _____________ 

Attachments: 

Discussion / Justification: 

Recommendation / Staff Comments: 

Motion(s): 
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MAILING ADDRESS 
P.O. Box 536 

Palmer, Tx. 65152 

PHYSICAL ADDRESS 
600 N. Business 1-45 

Palmer, Tx 75152 
OFFICE OF 

DENNIS ROBINSON 
COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT 1 

(972) 825-5330 
Fax: (972) 449-2203 

Email: Dennis.Robinson@co.ellis.tx.us  

October 1, 2015 

City of Ferris 
City Hall 
100 Town Plaza 
Ferris, Texas 75125 

RE: 	Interlocal Cooperative Agreement 
Between the County of Ellis and City of Ferris 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am enclosing three (3) originals of the above referenced Agreement for January 1, 1016 thru 
January 1, 2017. Please obtain signatures and return to us by December 1st 2015. 

Upon receipt of the signed enclosures, I will place the Interlocal Agreement on the Ellis County 
Commissioners' Court Agenda for approval. The County Clerk will forward you an original signed 
agreement upon approval at Commissioner Court. 

Thank you for your assistance and if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our 
office at 972-825-5330. 

Dennis Robinson, Commissioner 
Ellis County, Pct. 1 

Enclosures 
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INTERLOCAL COOPERATION CONTRACT 
BETWEEN 

COUNTY OF ELLIS AND CITY OF FERRIS  

WHEREAS, the hereinafter below described government entities desire to increase 
their 
efficiency and effectiveness by entering into this contract one with the 
other; and 

WHEREAS, such contracts are authorized under Chapter 791 of the Government Code 
Of the State of Texas, said law cited as the Interlocal Cooperation Act of 
the State of Texas; and 

WHEREAS, the function or service contracted for and to be provided by this agreement 
is with the definition of "Governmental function and services" as defined 
by Section 791.003 of the Government Code; and 

WHEREAS, the function or service contracted to be provided is a function or service 
that each party to the contract is authorized to perform individually; 

NOW THEREFORE, the parties agree and covenant one with the other as follows: 

A) The County of Ellis (hereinafter COUNTY) shall be the party providing the function 
or service which shall include the maintenance, repair and/or construction of street, 
road, alleys, bridges and parking areas, as well as the maintenance and construction of 
waterways and ditches. The COUNTY shall be further authorized to sell to CITY OF 
FERRIS goods and services. 

B) The CITY OF FERRIS  (hereinafter CITY) shall be the party receiving the function, 
goods, or service and providing payment for such function, goods and/or services. 

C) CITY, as paying party, acknowledges and certifies, as required by the Interlocal 
Cooperation Act, that all payments shall be made from current revenues available to 
CITY. 

D) The term of this agreement shall be from January 1, 2016 to January 1, 2017. 

E) Both parties acknowledge and understand, in reference to any project undertaken 
under this contract involving the construction, improvement, or the repair of a road, 
building or other facility, the following: 

1) that prior to beginning said project, a work order in the form similar to Exhibit 
A attached hereto shall be adopted describing the project to be undertaken and 
identifying the project's location, and 
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2) That the payment and penalty provisions set out in Section 791.014 (c) and 
(d) Of the Government Code Interlocal Cooperation Act shall apply to this 
contract. 

F) CITY agrees to pay to COUNTY within thirty (30) days of billing by COUNTY for 
the goods, governmental function, and/or services provided in an amount that fairly 
compensates COUNTY for service or functions performed by COUNTY under this 
Contract. 

EXECUTED in duplicate this 

 

day of 	 , 2015. 

 

      

      

COUNTY JUDGE, 
ELLIS COUNTY, TEXAS 

Attest: 

Ellis County Clerk 

MAYOR 
CITY OF FERRIS 

Attest: 

Secretary 
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City of Ferris 
AGENDA ITEM REPORT

Meeting Date: 

Department: 

Submitted By: 

Previously Reviewed By: 

Item Type: 

Budgeted Expense: _____ No    _____ Yes, Amount: _____________ 

Attachments: 

Discussion / Justification: 

Recommendation / Staff Comments: 

Motion(s): 
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MARKETING LICENSE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 

FERRIS, TEXAS, AND UTILITY SERVICE PARTNERS PRIVATE LABEL, INC. 

D/B/A SERVICE LINE WARRANTIES OF AMERICA 

 

         This MARKETING LICENSE AGREEMENT ("Agreement") entered into as of 

[___________, 20__] ("Effective  Date"), by and between the City of Ferris, Texas ("City"), and 

Utility Service Partners Private Label, Inc. d/b/a Service Line Warranties of America 

("SLWA"), herein collectively referred to singularly as "Party" and collectively as the "Parties". 

 

RECITALS: 

            

          WHEREAS, sewer and water line laterals between the mainlines and the connection on 

residential private property are owned by individual residential property owners ("Residential 

Property Owner"); and 

 

          WHEREAS, City desires to offer Residential Property Owners the opportunity, but not 

the obligation, to purchase a service line warranty and other similar products ("Warranty"); and 

 

          WHEREAS, SLWA is the administrator of the National League of Cities Service Line 

Warranty Program and has agreed to provide the Warranty to Residential Property Owners 

subject to the terms and conditions contained herein; and 

 

          NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing recitals, and for other good and 

valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, and with 

the intent to be legally bound hereby, the Parties agree as follows: 

  

AGREEMENT 
  

1.        Purpose.  City hereby grants to SLWA the right to offer the Warranty to Residential 

Property Owners subject to the terms and conditions herein. 

 

2.        Grant of License.  City hereby grants to SLWA a non-exclusive license ("License") to 

use City's name and logo on letterhead, bills and marketing materials to be sent to Residential 

Property Owners from time to time, and to be used in advertising, all at SLWA's sole cost and 

expense and subject to City's prior review and approval, which will not be unreasonably 

conditioned, delayed, or withheld. City agrees that it will not extend a similar license to any 

competitor of SLWA during the term of this Agreement. 

 

3.        Term.  The term of this Agreement ("Term") shall be for three (3) years from the 
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Effective Date. The Agreement will automatically renew for additional one (1) year terms 

("Renewal Term") unless one of the Parties gives the other written notice at least ninety (90) 

days prior to end of the Term or of a Renewal Term that the Party does not intend to renew this 

Agreement. In the event that SLWA is in material breach of this Agreement, the City may 

terminate this Agreement thirty (30) days after giving written notice to SLWA of such breach, if 

said breach is not cured during said thirty (30) day period. SLWA will be permitted to complete 

any marketing initiative initiated or planned prior to termination of this Agreement after which 

time, neither Party will have any further obligations to the other and this Agreement will 

terminate. During the Term, SLWA shall conduct seasonal campaigns each year in accordance 

with the schedules set forth in Exhibit A. The pricing for each such campaign shall be in 

accordance with Exhibit A attached hereto. 

 

4.        Consideration.  As consideration for such license, SLWA will pay to City a License Fee 

of Fifty-Cents ($.50) for each month a Warranty shall be in force (and for which payment is 

received by SLWA) for a Residential Property Owner ("License Fee") during the term of this 

Agreement. The first payment shall be due by January 30th of the year following the conclusion 

of first year of the Term. Succeeding License Fee payments shall be made on an annual basis 

throughout the Term and any Renewal Term, due and payable on January 30th of the 

succeeding year. Each License Fee payment herein shall be paid within thirty (30) days after it 

becomes due. SLWA shall include with each License Fee payment to City a statement signed by 

an SLWA corporate officer certifying the calculation of the License Fee. City will have the 

right, at its sole expense, to conduct an audit, upon reasonable notice and during normal 

business hours, of SLWA's books and records pertaining to any fees due under this Agreement 

while this Agreement is in effect and for one (1) year after any termination of this Agreement. 

 

5.        Indemnification.  SLWA hereby agrees to protect, indemnify, and hold the City, its 

elected officials, officers, employees and agents (collectively or individually, "Indemnitee") 

harmless from and against any and all claims, damages, losses, expenses, suits, actions, decrees, 

judgments, awards, attorneys' fees and court costs (individually or collectively, "Claim"), which 

an Indemnitee may suffer or which may be sought against or are recovered or obtainable from 

an Indemnitee, as a result of, or by reason of, or arising out of or in consequence of any act or 

omission, negligent or otherwise, of the SLWA or its officers, employees, contractors, 

subcontractors, agents or anyone who is directly or indirectly employed by, or is acting in 

concert with, the SLWA or its officers, its employees, contractors, subcontractors, or agents in 

the performance of this Agreement; provided that the applicable Indemnitee notifies SLWA of 

any such Claim within a time that does not prejudice the ability of SLWA to defend against 

such Claim. Any Indemnitee hereunder may participate in its, his, or her own defense, but will 

be responsible for all costs incurred, including reasonable attorneys' fees, in connection with 

such participation in such defense. 

 

6.        Notice.  Any notice required to be given hereunder shall be deemed to have been given 

when notice is (i) received by the Party to whom it is directed by personal service, (ii) 

telephonically faxed to the telephone number below provided confirmation of transmission is 

received thereof, or (iii) deposited as registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, with 
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the United States Postal Service, addressed as follows: 

 

To:     City: 

           ATTN: Carl Sherman 

           City of Ferris 

           100 Town Plaza 

           Ferris-TX, TX 75125 

           Phone: (972) 544-2110 

 

To:     SLWA: 

           ATTN: Vice President, Business Development 

           Utility Service Partners Private Label, Inc. 

           11 Grandview Circle, Suite 100 

           Canonsburg, PA 15317 

           Phone: (724) 749-1003 

7.        Modifications or Amendments/Entire Agreement.  Any and all of the representations 

and obligations of the Parties are contained herein, and no modification, waiver or amendment 

of this Agreement or of any of its conditions or provisions shall be binding upon a party unless 

in writing signed by that Party. 

 

8.        Assignment.  This Agreement and the License granted herein may not be assigned by 

SLWA without the prior written consent of the City, such consent not to be unreasonably 

withheld. 

 

9.        Counterparts/Electronic Delivery.  This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, 

all such counterparts will constitute the same contract and the signature of any Party to any 

counterpart will be deemed a signature to, and may be appended to, any other counterpart. 

Executed copies hereof may be delivered by facsimile or e-mail and upon receipt will be 

deemed originals and binding upon the Parties hereto, regardless of whether originals are 

delivered thereafter. 

 

10.      Choice of Law/Attorney Fees.  The governing law shall be the laws of the State of 

Texas. In the event that at any time during the Term or any Renewal Term either Party institutes 

any action or proceeding against the other relating to the provisions of this Agreement or any 

default hereunder, then the unsuccessful Party shall be responsible for the reasonable expenses 

of such action including reasonable attorney's fees, incurred therein by the successful Party. 

 

11.      Incorporation of Recitals and Exhibits.  The above Recitals and Exhibit A attached 

hereto are incorporated by this reference and expressly made part of this Agreement. 
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         IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have executed this Agreement on the day 

and year first written above. 

 

MARKETING LICENSE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF FERRIS AND 

UTILITY SERVICE PARTNERS PRIVATE LABEL, INC. D/B/A SERVICE LINE 

WARRANTIES OF AMERICA 
  

                                             CITY OF FERRIS 

  

                                             By:_____________________________       

                                                                                   

                                             UTILITY SERVICE PARTNERS PRIVATE LABEL, INC. 

  

                                             By:_____________________________    

                                                   Brad H. Carmichael, Vice President 

  

                                             By:_____________________________       

                                                   _____________________________ 
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Exhibit A 

NLC Service Line Warranty Program 

City of Ferris, TX 

Term Sheet 

October 2, 2015 

(Term Sheet valid for 90 days) 

  

I. Term of agreement 

          a. Initial term  

                    i. Three years guaranteed (total of 9 campaigns) 

II. Annual royalty – $0.50 per month per paid warranty contract 

          a. City logo on letterhead, advertising, billing, and marketing materials 

          b. Signature by City official 

III. Products offered 

          a. External sewer line warranty 

          b. External water line warranty 

          c. In-home plumbing warranty 

IV. Scope of Coverage 

          a. External sewer line warranty 

                    i. Scope is from the city main tap until line daylights inside home...of which 

includes the service line under the concrete floor. [Note: If homeowner responsibility is 

different than this language, please advise.] 
          b. External water line warranty 

                    i. Scope is from the meter and/or curb box until it daylights inside home...of which 

includes the service line under the concrete floor. [Note: If homeowner responsibility is 

different than this language, please advise.] 
          c. In-home plumbing warranty 

                    i. Scope covers residential in-home water supply lines and in-home sewer lines and 

all drain lines connected to the main sewer stack that are broken or leaking inside the home after 

the point of entry. Coverage includes broken or leaking water, sewer, or drain lines that may be 

embedded under the slab or basement floor. Coverage also includes repair of clogged toilets.   

V. Marketing Campaigns – three seasonal campaigns per year (Spring, Fall and Winter) 

          a. 2016 Spring - Sewer 

          b. 2016 Fall - Water 

          c. 2016 Winter - In-home plumbing 

          d. 2017 Spring - Sewer 

          e. 2017 Fall - Water 

          f.  2017 Winter - In-home plumbing 

          g. 2018 Spring - Sewer 

          h. 2018 Fall - Water 

          i. 2018 Winter - In-home plumbing 

VI. Campaign Pricing 
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          a. Sewer 

                    i.   Year 1 - $7.75 per month; $88.00 annually 

                    ii.  Year 2 - $7.75 per month; $88.00 annually (subject to annual review) 

                    iii. Year 3 - $7.75 per month; $88.00 annually (subject to annual review) 

          b. Water 

                    i.   Year 1 - $5.75 per month; $64.00 annually 

                    ii.  Year 2 - $5.75 per month; $64.00 annually (subject to annual review) 

                    iii. Year 3 - $5.75 per month; $64.00 annually (subject to annual review) 

          c. In-home plumbing 

                    i.   Year 1 - $6.99 per month; $78.99 annually 

                    ii.  Year 2 - $6.99 per month; $78.99 annually (subject to annual review) 

                    iii. Year 3 - $6.99 per month; $78.99 annually (subject to annual review) 

. 
6 
. 
6 
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