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From the Mayor’s Desk 

Richard Barrett 

This has been a long hot summer and one that many of us will never forget for 
many years to come.  I hope that everyone survived the heat and drought without much        
discomfort.  Hopefully the fall will bring us cooler weather and much needed rain.  The library 
is due to be completed by October 15 and we hope that you will take some time to visit our 
newest facility.  You will find it an ideal place to just relax and read a book or use one of the 
many computers available.  The ball fields are coming along nicely and will be ready for use in 
the spring.  Not only will the fields be upgraded but will also include new restrooms,           
concession stand, and plenty of parking.  What two great additions to our city!  We are also 
excited with the new retail center being constructed by East Texas Pinnacle Properties, Inc.  
This is just the beginning for other companies and retail groups to locate to Ferris.  Don’t forget 
that Pioneer Days in Ferris is scheduled for Saturday, October 1.  The festivities begin with a 
parade starting at 10 a.m. and we expect to have many vendors setting up booths to sell food 
and merchandise.  The event will conclude with a city wide dance that evening beginning at 
6:30 p.m. in the pavilion.  Be sure to read other articles in this edition of the newsletter for 
other exciting events planned this season. 

This past September, we remembered the 10th Anniversary of the terrorist attack on the United 
States.  On November 11, we celebrate Veterans Day.  Please take some time to thank a veteran 
for their service to our country as well as law enforcement personnel and firefighters.   

In closing, I would like to express my personal appreciation to all of you who continue to     
support this great city of ours.  We have so much to be thankful for.  We have a great Main 
Street Organization and Downtown Association who will be working diligently in preparing for 
Christmas on the Square.  They do so much for our community.  I also want to thank the Ferris 
Lion’s Club for the work they do in organizing the annual Pioneer Days in Ferris.  This takes a 
lot of time and hard work.  A special thank you to the Ellis County Press for the news coverage 
they provide in promoting the annual Pioneer Day Celebration, Christmas on the Square, and 
other community events.  I also want to thank the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, Ferris ISD, and 
other organizations that help to make this city a great place to live.  Lastly, I want to express 
my heartfelt appreciation to our Ferris Volunteer Fire Department for their commitment,    
dedication and tireless efforts in keeping us all safe while protecting our community from the 
fires that have destroyed so many homes and property around our local area.  They are also to 
be commended for the mutual aid to other communities in North Central Texas.  What you men 
and women do for our community and others around the state is priceless!! 

Until next time……………God Bless the City of Ferris. 

Rick Barrett 

Mayor 

 
PLEASE VISIT US ONLINE   www.cityofferris.org 
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The Ferris Police Department added a new officer in July with 
the hiring of Officer Angela Barnes.  **  We will observe our 
National Night Out in Texas event during the October 1, 2011 Pioneer 
Day on the square in Downtown Ferris.  It is normally observed on the 
second Tuesday evening in October in Texas - but we believe we can 
reach more of our citizens during the Pioneer Day event.  This is the 28th 
Annual National Night Out where our objectives are to heighten crime 
and drug prevention awareness, generate support for, and participa-
tion in, local anticrime programs especially our Neighborhood Crime 
Watch Program, strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-
community partnerships and send a message to criminals letting them 
know that neighborhoods are organized and fighting back in Ferris.  
More information about National Night Out is available on the internet at 
http://www.natw.org/nno/index.html.  **  As the end of year holidays are 
near, we want to remind everyone to be very careful about leaving their 
property and gift purchases in their vehicles where they are visible and 
attractive to a thief.  Exercise the same cautions around your homes.  Be 
very careful of your surroundings when out shopping and stay alert to   
detect the presence of a would be thief in the area.  If in doubt, don’t   
hesitate to report suspicious activity to the police or the store security   
personnel.  The “Take a Bite Out of Crime” Dog, McGruff and the       
National Crime Prevention Council offer a lot of safety tips at their web 
site http://www.ncpc.org/about/news/safety-first-holiday-safety-tips-for-
last-minute-shoppers.  Please be more attentive and watchful of your 
neighbor’s home and your neighborhood.  Immediately report any        
suspicious persons and/or circumstances to the police department.  Our 
non-emergency numbers are 972.544.2225, 972.544.2233, or 
972.842.2092.  The Ferris Police Department will continue to do our best 
at crime prevention and making Ferris a safe place. With the help of     
observant neighbors, we can all do a better job at this task. 

  

 

Community 

Calendar 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

October 
1 Pioneer Day  
 (Downtown Ferris) 

3 City Council Meeting 

17 `City Council Meeting 

17 Library’s “Food for 
 Fines” Begins 

November 

5 Lions Club Broom 
 Sale (Gazebo) 

7  City Council Meeting 

11 City offices closed 
 (Veteran’s Day) 

21  City Council Meeting 

24/ City offices closed 
   25    (Thanksgiving) 

December 
3 Christmas on the  
            Square 

5 City Council Meeting 

19  City Council Meeting 

26 City offices closed 
       (Christmas) 

January 
2  City offices closed

 (New Year’s Day) 

5 City Council Meeting 

19 City Council Meeting 

Ferris Pioneer Day 

October 1, 2011 

Food, Fun, and Shopping 

All begin at 9 a.m. 

Pioneer Day Parade 

Begins at 10 a.m. 

http://www.natw.org/nno/index.html�
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 F r o m  t h e  d e s k  o f  D o u g  C h i l d e r s —  

    I n t e r n a l  T e c h n i c a l  S e r v i c e s  

 F r o m  t h e  d e s k  o f  C h u c k  D a r t —  

       E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  D i r e c t o r  

If you have visited our website within the last month, you have noticed a sign 
up for the city’s emergency notification service called Code Red.  This service allows the  
ability to notify the residents of Ferris in case of an emergency.  After you sign up for this  
service, you will be notified of any emergency communications that affect our city.  During 
the sign up process, you can choose how you want to be notified.  You can be notified by 
home phone, mobile phone, text message, or email.  Also, the construction of the new Library 
and Baseball Fields are moving along very quickly.  After their completion, we will be       
expanding our HotSpot area to include all of the new fields, bleacher area, parking lot, as well 
as better coverage throughout Mutz Park.  This entire area will be labeled as a Wi-Fi Zone 
since you will be able to access high speed internet from anywhere in this area.  Currently at 

the Library, we have 5 public computers that are equipped with high speed internet and Microsoft Office products for  
patrons use.  This will be expanded to 16 public computers for the adult area and 5 public computers for the children’s 
area.  Finally, I want to encourage you to visit our city’s web site at cityofferris.org.  There is a wealth of information on 
our site and we continue to add more items every week.  Newly added to the e-Service area of our web site is the ability 
to check out e-books from our Library.  With your current Library card you may now go on-line and choose from a large 
selection of e-books and download them.  This new service is under e-Services->Library e-Services->e-books. Enjoy! 

Ferris Main Street is on Facebook 

To give local construction companies and tradesmen a better opportunity to bid on future  

public and private development in and around Ferris and northern Ellis County, the City of 

Ferris launched a Construction Trades sign-up page on cityofferris.com.  Located under “e-services,” 

the form offers an easy way for companies to register.  The City will publish the list of Construction 

Trades once there is a significant number of sign-ups.   **   The City of Ferris will be awarded the 2011 Community 

Economic Development Award (CEDA) at the annual meeting of the Texas Economic Development 

Council on October 6, 2011.  The CEDA is bestowed on five Texas communities each year, and    

Ferris won the Under 5,000 population category.  The Ferris 4A E.D.C. Board provided a matching grant that helped 

retain and expand jobs at local manufacturer ATCO.  The funds are for specialized quality and lean manufacturing    

training.   **   Pioneer Day 2011, sponsored by the Lions Club of Ferris, is scheduled for Saturday,       

October 1, in Historic Downtown Ferris.  Based on their popularity at the Brick Festival, the MidTown 

Playboys are coming back to Ferris for a FREE Saturday night dance.   **   The second annual Great 

Pumpkin 5K Run/Walk , sponsored by the Ferris Downtown Association, kicks off at 8:00 a.m. on 

Saturday, October 29, 2011.  Bring your church, school or other group for a great time. The registration 

form is on cityofferris.org.   **   Christmas on the Square is set for Saturday, December 3 in  Historic Downtown Ferris.  

Taste the delicacies, take photos with Santa, enjoy holiday music and decorate your home.  A free 

movie will be played after dark in the tent.   **   Support your community!  Historical Structure 

Note Cards are still available at the City of Ferris Finance department and at area businesses.  

Twelve unique cards (shown here), hand drawn by Ferris High School students, are included in 

each pack for only $12.00.  Proceeds will fund a coloring book for McDonald Elementary students.   



100 Town Plaza 

Ferris, Texas   75125 

 PLEASE VISIT US 
ONLINE:  

www.cityofferris.org 

We now have e-books for our patrons to enjoy.  This collection includes best-selling novels, well-
known classics, and self-improvement guides - a little bit of everything for everyone.  With your library member-
ship you can download music, audio, and e-books - anytime, anywhere!  To begin, go to the City’s website,    

http://cityofferris.org, click e-Services, go to Library e-Services, click E-Books, then enter your library card 
number to login.  You can do a “Quick Search” or, on the lower left side, you will see Audio Books Fiction/
NonFiction, and E-Books Fiction/NonFiction and begin your search by the different cate-
gories.  On your first visit, you will need to install a free software program.  For e-books -  
choose Adobe Digital Editions.  For audio books, music, and video - install Overdrive  
Media Console.  When checking out a title, you may choose either 7 or 14 days to read.  
Titles will automatically be removed from your account at the end of the lending time or 
you may return items earlier for others to check out.  No late fees!  A total of 5 items may 
be checked out to your account.  If a title is already in use by others, join the waiting list 
and you will receive an email when the item is available.  We have “tested” the waiting 
period on the most popular books and only had to wait a few days.  You can download to a 
variety of devices, including iPod, Sony Reader, Nook, and many others.  OverDrive is 
working with Amazon so that Kindle users will have access to this service in the near    

future.  Library’s Food For Fines will begin October 17th.  For more information, please 
call us at 972-544-3696.  Non-perishable food items will be donated to local food banks. 

F r o m  t h e  d e s k  o f  K a t h y  H a r r i n g t o n  —  

L i b r a r y  D i r e c t o r  

Eric Garcia, age 6, win-
ner of Ferris Library’s 
“Activity Contest” with 
Library staffer, Haddie 
Mashburn. 

http://cityofferris.org�
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