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From the Mayor’s Desk 

Richard Barrett 
Another year has come and gone and as we begin 2012, I am 
optimistic about what this year will bring for the City of      
Ferris.  There are several important projects that are either   

underway, or will be shortly, that we are very excited about. 

As I am sure you have seen, the final touches are being put on the baseball fields and     
library.  These are going to be wonderful additions to our City.  I encourage you to visit the 
new library and see all that it has to offer and to stop by the baseball fields and catch a little 
league game in the coming months.  We are very proud of both of these projects and hope 
you enjoy them. 

One of the issues that we are currently discussing at some of our City Council meetings is 
recycling.  City staff has been in discussions with Waste Management to explore our     
recycling options.  We are still not sure on what direction we will take regarding a potential 
recycling program.  We would love to get your feedback on this issue and look forward to 
hearing from you.  We need to know if you feel recycling is important, if you would      
participate if we had a program, and how you think the program should be structured.    
Tentatively, we are planning on discussing this in more detail at our City Council meeting 
on Tuesday, January 17 at 6:00 p.m.  Please come and get involved.  There will be other 
meetings after that, so please check our website regularly for more details. 

I am sad to let you know that our Public Works Director, Charlie James, has decided to 
retire.  Charlie has been with the city for 20 years and has done a fantastic job.  We wish 
him well in retirement, but we will miss him and the knowledge and professionalism he 
brought to the city. 

We have recently hired a new Fire Chief, Scott Mitchell.  Chief Mitchell is doing a great 
job so far and is proving to be a great addition to the city.  He is always looking for more 
volunteers, so if you are able to get involved and want to serve on the Fire Department, feel 
free to stop by the fire station and introduce yourself. 

In closing, I want to thank everyone for all that they do to continue to make this city great.  
I wish you all prosperity and happiness in this new year and pray that God will continue to 
bless you and our great city. 

Until next time……………God Bless the City of Ferris. 

Rick Barrett 

Mayor 
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January 

1  Happy New Year! 

2  City Offices Closed 

   *New Years 

16 City Offices Closed 

   *MLK Jr Day 

17 City Council Meeting 

 

February 

6     City Council Meeting 

20   City Offices Closed 

      *Presidents Day 

21   City Council Meeting 

 

March 

5     City Council Meeting 

19   City Council Meeting 
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The Ferris Police Department completed a successful toy drive on December 16, 2011 in       
association with the North Ellis County Outreach.  There were 12 Ferris families who were 
given toys for Christmas.  Thank you to all who donated this holiday season.  Also, we would 
like to give a big thanks to the Dollar General for their large donation of toys.  *We have had 

a few burglaries, thefts, and a theft of a vehicle during the last quarter of 2011.  Even a few is too many, but we 
had success in finding the stolen vehicle and some of the stolen property.  We were also able to identify and 
arrest some of the offenders.  Some of the success in recovering stolen property has been with the help of the 
victims having serial numbers to identify their property.  With that in mind, we want to remind everyone to 
keep an up to date list of their property including serial numbers.  The police department has electric engravers 
free to loan to citizens who want to mark their property.  *Please continue to be attentive and watchful of your 
neighbor’s homes and your neighborhood.  Immediately report any suspicious persons and/or circumstances to 
the police department.  *We ask that you notify us about anyone who is elderly, disabled, or otherwise home 
bound so that we can visit them from time to time to see if they need any assistance.  If you cannot remember 
our non-emergency numbers: 972/544-2225, 972/544-2233, or 972/842-2092, please call us via 911.  The   
Ferris Police Department will continue to do our best at crime prevention and making Ferris a safe place.  With 
the help of our citizens keeping us informed, we can better accomplish this goal. 

F r o m  t h e  d e s k  o f  S c o t t  M i t c h e l l  

F i r e  C h i e f  

As a new member of the City of Ferris staff, I have spent a large portion of my time becoming 
familiar with the city and the fire department since joining the city in mid-November.  I have 
been very impressed with the quality of personnel that deliver fire and emergency services to 
the City of Ferris and Ellis County Services District Five.  This is a credit to former Chief 

Eddie Duran for the fire department that developed during his tenure.  It definitely made my transition easier.  
*The fire department is always seeking people who want to give back to their community while delivering    
crucial emergency services.  If becoming a volunteer is an interest, and hard work and occasional long hours 
don’t “scare” you, please give us a call at 972/842-2898.  *As we recover from the holidays and move through 
winter months, please remember that we are still under significant drought conditions.  The “winter fire       
season” for grass and brush is just as dangerous as the summer fires we experienced earlier in the year.  Please 
be cautious with any outdoor fires and observe burn bans.  *Be safe and stay warm during these cold months! 

F r o m  t h e  d e s k  o f  S a m  L o v e  

P o l i c e  C h i e f  

F r o m  t h e  d e s k  o f  S t e p h e n  D a v i d s o n   

A n i m a l  C o n t r o l  

 

Interested in adopting a pet from the City of Ferris animal shelter?  Please call 972/544-2225 
and ask to leave a message for Stephen.  Soon, there will be a link on our city’s website to view 
all animals currently at our shelter.  *Please remember that all pets must be licensed with the 

city.  You may visit the Ferris Finance Building at 104 South Central Avenue to do this.  Please take a copy of 
your pet’s current rabies vaccination to the office when you fill out the application form.  Animal licenses are 
$6.00 per pet and must be renewed yearly.  *For animal control concerns/questions, feel free to contact me at 
972/544-2225 or by e-mail Stephen.davidson@ci.ferristx.us. 



V o l u m e  5 ,  I s s u e  1  

 F r o m  t h e  d e s k  o f  D o u g  C h i l d e r s —  

    I n t e r n a l  T e c h n i c a l  S e r v i c e s  

 F r o m  t h e  d e s k  o f  C h u c k  D a r t —  

       E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  

As we look back at this past year, it is amazing to see the changes and additions that we have 
made:  the construction of the new Council Chambers, the new public library, and the new 
ball fields!  These additions demonstrate that we have the latest technology available to serve 

our   citizens.  *With that said, during the month of January, you will see the new library open.  This is a great 
benefit to our city and I hope you come out and see the workmanship put into this facility.  Along with the   
construction of the building, we have run over 5000 feet of network cable throughout the building with will 
give every public computer a direct connection to our servers and high speed internet.  There is no doubt that 
the citizens will  enjoy the new public computers that will be available for use, and the wireless connection that 
is available throughout the library.  *The City Council has gone completely paperless, using their iPads to     
access all agendas and documents.  Also, the new chamber is equipped with three presentation screens that   
display more information for the public to view during the meetings.  *I look forward to this New Year and the          
continued progress that you will see in our city.  I hope you get a chance to visit our city’s website at         
http://cityofferris.org.  If you have any questions or need to contact me, I work at City Hall located at 100 Town 
Plaza.  Also, feel free to contact me at 972/544-2110 or doug.childers@ci.ferristx.us. 

There was lots of fun at the 16th Annual Christmas on the Square.  The new stage, lighting, 

movie screen, and sound system are huge improvements.  The rain held off until evening, 

then it POURED!  *Teachers and administrators from Ferris Junior High School are       

planning the Race for the King 5K Run/Walk to sponsor a scholarship in the name of the late Coach Kyle King.  

The race kicks off at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, February 18 at Yellow Jacket Stadium.  Registration forms will be 

available at Ferris Junior High School and on our city’s website.  *Economic Development sales tax collections 

in Ferris continue to climb.  The months in the July through December period produced the first or second  

highest monthly totals since the program began in 2006.  Funds from the tax have been used to purchase future 

park land, pay for ball park improvements, buy downtown streetscape, fund the downtown façade improvement 

program, and expand job creation through advanced training.  *Check out the ShopFerris link on http://

Cityofferris.org in January for menus, coupons, and ad specials from local businesses.  Funded by the 4A    

Economic Development Corporation.  *The construction of the Shaw Creek Towne Center is well under way.  

East Texas Pinnacle Properties, the owner of the 11,000 square foot retail center, is committed to creating a  

development that adds quality to Ferris.  Look for the first stores to open in the spring.  *Ferris Economic De-

velopment & Main Street Director, Chuck Dart, recently completed Session I of the Economic Development 

Institute conducted by the University of Oklahoma.  The Institute is a three session program, each one week 

long, which proves a broad spectrum of advanced education for economic development professionals.  It is   

accredited by the International Economic Development Council.  There are over 3,500 graduates of OU/EDI. 



100 Town Plaza 

Ferris, Texas   75125 

 PLEASE VISIT US 
ONLINE:  

www.cityofferris.org 

The Ferris Public Library has been working with Navarro College in the past to hold a GED 
class here at the library on Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m..  We are proud to announce 

that the library will be holding ESL classes every Tuesday and Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. beginning 
on January 17, 2012.  To attend the GED or ESL class, you MUST attend a registration and orientation workshop.  
Registration workshops will be held on Saturday, February 18, 2012 at the Navarro College Waxahachie Campus, 
and on Saturday, February 25, 2012 at the Navarro Corsicana Campus, Both workshops start at 10:00 a.m., you 
must arrive on time, and are approximately 4 hours long.  The only requirement to attend the ESL class is that you 
must be 18 years or older.  Both classes are free.  *The library would like to thank everyone who contributed to 
our Food for Fines program.  All items were delivered to the Christian Community Outreach of Ferris and were 
greatly appreciated.  *We anticipate moving into the new building which is located at 301 East Tenth Street in 
January.  It has taken a little longer than originally thought, but the wait will be well worth it.  *During the month 
of February, we will be having Fax Free February for all employment related faxes, i.e. resumes, job applications, 
etc.  *The Ferris Public Library is offering a new service to help improve your child’s reading skills with           
interactive books.  You may access these books from your home computer by going to http://library.esebco.com.  
Type FERRIS LIBRARY in School Login box; type READ for password.  You will need to register with your  
library card number on your first visit to the website.  We have started with 13 books and would appreciate your 
feedback on this    project.  Please feel free to call the library at 972/544-3696.  *The 6th Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
will be held at the end of March at Mutz Memorial Park. 

F r o m  t h e  d e s k  o f  K a t h y  H a r r i n g t o n  —  

L i b r a r y  D i r e c t o r  
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