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C i t y  o f  F e r r i s  

It has been a pleasure serving the citizens of Ferris as Mayor. 
During my tenure so much work has been done with the      
completion of the new library, renovation of the athletic      
complex, and the new retail center being constructed along 
highway 664. The City continues to be positioned for future 
growth from both a geographical  and economical standpoint 
and I look forward to the positive change in store for our     
community. However, it is with deep and mixed emotion that I 
have decided to not seek re-election as your Mayor. I have     
accomplished everything I set out to do and feel it is time to 

pass the reins to someone else to lead this great City of ours to even greater 
heights.  I have enjoyed working with past and present city councils and I am      
confident that this council will continue to work together to keep the “spotlight” on 
Ferris, Texas.  As always, God Bless Ferris!  

Richard M. Barrett, Mayor 

 

Notice is hereby given that the polling places listed below will be open 
from 7:00 am to 7:00 pm, on May 12, 2012, for voting in a  General Election 
to elect a (1) Mayor and (2) Aldermen (Places 1 and 4). AND a Special     
Local option election to legalize: Proposition #1: "The legal sale of mixed 

beverages in restaurants by food and beverage certificate holders only" AND/OR 
Proposition  #2:  "The legal sale of beer and wine for  off-premise consumption only"  

LOCATION OF POLLING PLACES: Ferris Administration Building & Ferris Public Library  

 

Election Time! 
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Sam Love, Police Chief 

Scott Mitchell, Fire Chief 

We will observe Police Memorial Week May 13 thru 19. Information 
about the observance on a national level and in Washington, D.C. is 
available at web site http://www.nationalpoliceweek.com/.  The 
Ellis County Observance will be held at the Midlothian Conference 
Center, 1 Community Circle Drive, Midlothian, TX 76065. No time 
had been set as of this writing but it is expected to be around noon.  
For more information, call the Ferris PD at 972/544-2233.  

Spring and summer are coming fast!  Please be careful and watch 
for children as they are out on their summer vacation.  Our      
property crimes are down a little compared to the previous      
quarter.  We continue to invite citizens to join us in setting up 
crime watch groups in different areas of the City. Our Shaw Creek 
and North Central groups help us stay in touch with things that we 
need to address.  The Ferris PD will continue to do our best at 
crime prevention and making Ferris a safe place. With the help of 
our citizens keeping us informed, we can better accomplish this 
goal. 

As what has been a very mild and gratefully wet winter comes to 
an end, the Ferris Fire Department is actively preparing for the 
summer fire season. The Fire Department has had an aggressive 
training schedule in place since January to be fully prepared for 
the upcoming fire season. Predictions are for another active year.  
Spring cleaning is a good time to remove brush and high grass 
from around homes and out buildings to protect them from      
wildfire.  Please practice fire safety in all outdoor activities. And      
remember, after you “spring forward” to daylight savings time, it is 
time to change the batteries in your smoke detectors! Be safe! 

 

http://www.nationalpoliceweek.com/�
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Police Memorial Ceremony 

 

We will have a ceremony to honor our officers who died in the line of duty at the Ferris 

Police Memorial in Town Square during Brick Festival on Saturday, April 28, 2012 

around noon. An announcement will be made at the event about the time.  We want to 

honor two officers who lost their life in the line of 

duty in Ferris, Ferris Patrolman Harry Marvin 

"Marty" Steinfeldt, III, end of watch: Sunday, Octo-

ber 6, 2002, who was shot and killed while respond-

ing to a fight at a gas station in Ferris and Ellis 

County Constable James Ben Wicker, end of watch: 

Wednesday, October 10, 1962, who succumbed to 

gunshot wounds received three weeks earlier when 

he was shot after responding to a shots fired call at 

a cafe in Ferris, Texas.  

Visit www.CityofFerris.org for the event schedule.  

Ferris Brick Festival 
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Kathy Harrington, Librarian 

Doug Childers, I.T. Services 

The Ferris Public Library is looking forward to our first Summer 
Reading Club in our new building! We encourage you to sign your 
child up beginning on Tuesday, May 15th.  The Summer Reading 
Program will kick off on Tuesday, June 13th. A schedule of      
activities will be posted at the library and will be in your child’s 
end-of-school-year packet. The library is planning several      
entertaining and educational events, including a visit from Ronald 
McDonald. The Ferris Public Library is located at 301 E. 10th 
Street across from the Mutz Park Baseball facility.  
 

By now many of you have taken advantage of all the new       
computers at the city’s new Library. Over the past month I have 
received many questions concerning the usage of these       
computers and how safe is it to use a public computer for your 
personal use. To answer this concern I want to assure you that 
we have installed the most advanced software that will erase 
any private or personal information that you have entered while 
using these computers. The process is very simple. After you log 
out of one of our public computers the software will reboot that 

computer and delete any trace that you were ever there. This includes documents, 
pictures, passwords, usernames, places that you visited on the internet, and etc. so I 
hope this will put your mind to ease that we have taken every precaution to make your 
visit on the public computers a safe one.  
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Chuck Dart, Economic Development 

On the Park Board’s recommendation, several local organizations may be using the old 

library on S. Mabel.  City Council recently renamed it “Scout House”, 

in honor of its original function.  In mid March it got a new roof!  The 

first stage of the Park Board’s plan for a City walking trail system 

could be ready within a year. 

The new Pizza Hut is taking shape at E.8th St and Interstate 45.  It will 
serve primarily as a drive-through.  Look for a mid-summer opening. 

The City will reimburse Pizza Hut for the culvert on the Interstate 45 
frontage road by reimbursing sales tax over several years.  Pizza Hut 

benefits from frontage road egress while the city benefits from  a safer access than 
Henrietta Street. 

Shaw Creek Town Center will be ready for new businesses in 
April.   East Texas Pinnacle Properties and City of Ferris Economic Development are 
pursuing several companies. 

Ferris Auto and Hardware opened in mid January at 218 W 6th 
Street.   Let’s support this new business—and ALL of our local     
businesses.   It is proven that eighty percent (80%) of profits from 
small business are recirculated in the same community. 

Get Involved in Your Community! 

 



Did you know your pets must be licensed with the 
City?  Visit the Ferris Finance Building @ 104 S 
Central to obtain tags for your pets. With the hot 
summer months approaching, please remember to 
keep plenty of water available for your pets. 
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Dennis Burn, Public Works 

Stephen Davidson, Animal Control 

The City is proud to announce our new Director of Public Works, Dennis 
Burn.  He will be responsible for mowing, roadway maintenance, the   
water/wastewater systems, drainage, new construction review and    
permitting.  He will represent the City at the North Central Texas     
Council of Governments Public Works Council.  Under the direction of 
City Manager, Eric Strong, Mr. Burn will work toward areas that need      
improvement.  Mr. Burn has experience in the public and private      
sectors.  He has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil Engineering from 
Southern Methodist University.   To reach Dennis Burn, please contact 
972/544-2965. 

Adopt a pet!  If  interested in adopting a pet 
from the City of Ferris animal shelter, 
p l e a s e  s e n d  m e  a n  e - m a i l : 
Stephen.davidson@ci.ferristx.us. 

 

We want to make everyone aware of a new information 
service available to Texas residents. It is called “211 
Texas”. It is a free help line answered 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. 2-1-1 Texas is connected to nearly 
every service in the state, including government    

agencies, food pantries, career services, after-school programs, counseling services 
and many other state and local resources. Lots more information is on the web at 
WWW.211TEXAS.ORG or to access by phone dial 211 from any phone. 

NEW!  Help Line Available 
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A dumpster will be available for trash drop off for use by the citizens of Ferris at our  

Public Works Department @ 409 S. Main Street  

(Please bring proof of residency) 

GET RID OF YOUR:  

* UNWANTED FURNITURE *  TRASH * TREE LIMBS / BRUSH * * CANS OF DRIED PAINT* 

To schedule pick-up of large items, call City Hall to arrange your one-time 

trash pick-up.  (972)  544-2110  or  (972) 842-5761 

Please note the following items cannot be accepted:  

Tires, Batteries, Computer Monitors, Wet Paint, Anything Containing Freon, Or Any Other Bio-Hazardous Materials 

 

 

2012 Earth Day 

2012 Spring Cleanup 



100 Town Plaza 

Ferris, Texas   75125 

 PLEASE VISIT US 
ONLINE:  

www.cityofferris.org 

 

Animal Control 972/544-2225 

Building Official 972/544-2965 

City Hall 972/544-2110 

Economic Development 972/842-2923 

Customer Service 972/842-2752 

Fire Department 972/842-2898 

Library 972/544-3696 

Municipal Court 972/544-2323 

Police (Non-Emergency) 972/544-2233 

Police (Emergency) 911 

Public Works 972/544-3328 

Senior Citizens 972/544-3071 

Water Department 972/842/2786 

C i t y  o f  F e r r i s  

-------------------City of Ferris Contact List---------------------------------Cut Here---------------------------------City of Ferris Contact List------------------- 
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