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BLLL Pardue, Mayor

This summer has seen the worst outbreak of West Nile Virus
(WNV) in the Dallas area. There have been a handful of confirmed
reports of WNV here in the Ferris zip code. One of the
opportunities we had was to be included in the area wide aerial
spraying for WNV that occurred in August. We were given very
little notice on the aerial spraying, and a decision needed to made
on whether or not to spray with only 24 hours advance notice. One
of the primary methods we used to notify residents of what was occurring was through
a mass notification calling system we have called Code Red.

Code Red allows us to record an important message and call everyone in our database.
This could include warnings about issues such as severe weather, public safety issues,
and more. If you have not received a call from us previously, it means your number is
not in our database. Currently, of the more than 900 residences and businesses we
have in our city, we only have approximately 500 phone numbers. Please take the time
to visit our website at www.cityofferris.org and click the link on the front page that says
“Code Red”. If you do not have computer access, please feel free to call City Hall and
request to be added to our database. You can not only add a land line, but a cell phone
as well. You can add as many numbers as you wish so that you ensure that everyone in
your household is receiving critical information.

If you have any questions, please call City Hall. I appreciate all that each of you do to
continue making our community great.

The City is considering replacing its aging gazebo logo, used since the mid 1970’s, with
an updated logo. By the middle of October the public can vote their opinion on a few

logo concepts. Look for the survey on cityofferris.org. The survey will last for

about two weeks.
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Sam Love, Police Chief

Our property crimes are still lower than usual but we still have
some that we are investigating to recover the stolen property and
get the offenders identified. We have recovered some stolen
property and arrested some offenders but we still strive to
. eliminate this problem.

You will notice something new on our officer’s uniforms. On
9/13/2012 we issued new custom designed badges to all of
our officers. Officer Damon Hooper led the effort to design the new badge with input
from all of the other officers. Officer Hooper worked countless hours creating designs
from what we suggested that the badge should look like. Our current badges were in
bad need of replacement. We all wanted something that was unique to Ferris and
represented the history of Ferris. We believe that we
accomplished those goals and are very proud of the result.

We also have new graphics on our patrol cars that include a
picture of the officer’s badge on each side and a phrase to
express that your police department is here “Serving The
Needs of Our Community”.

Our objectives are to heighten crime and drug prevention awareness,
generate support for, and participation in local anticrime programs,
especially our neighborhood Crime Watch Program, strengthen
neighborhood spirit and police community partnerships and send a mes-
sage to criminals letting them know that our neighborhoods are organized
and fighting back in Ferris.

Our Neighborhood Crime Watch group is still active, but we need more citizen
participation. If you are interested, please contact Investigator Weiss at

972/544-2233.

oIf you need police services, please call 972/544-2225 or 911 in an emergencye

Z)\
. B \* Ferris Animal Shelter is on Facebook

Visit the Animal Shelter’s Facebook page to view animals available for adoption and
animals that have been found within the City. If you have a question for the animal
control officer, send him an e-mail at Stephen.Davidson@ci.ferristx.us, or you can
put a call in to the police department at 972/544-2225.
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Kath Yy Ha rrington, Librarian

The Ferris Public Library will be offering a fun filled
- game time for children every Tuesday afternoon,
beginning on October 2md. Game time will include Wii
i and board games. If you have a favorite board game,
_ bring it along. Children ages 10 and under will play from
. 3:30 p.m. — 4:30 p.m. and ages 11 to 17 play from 4:40
. p.m. — 5:30 p.m.

Our Teen Book Club will be reading and discussing
“The Hunger Games”. We will be loaning each member a copy of this book. If
interested in joining, call or come by the Library. Story Time is held each Thursday
at 10:00 A.M. This is a time for stories, games, and crafts for our youngest patrons
and their caregivers. The Library’s computer classes will continue throughout the

year. At this time we are having “Basic Computer” lessons and plan to schedule
other topics soon.

In collaboration with Navarro College, GED and ESL classes are being held
here at the Library. To be able to attend either class students must attend a registration
and orientation workshop, which last approximately 4 hours. The next scheduled
workshops are scheduled for October 6th in Waxahachie and on October 13th in
Corsicana. You may call the Library at 972/544-3696 or Navarro College at 903/875-
7464 for more information.

The Ferris Public Library is located at 301 E. 10th Street across from Mutz Park
Baseball facility. Hours: Tuesday — Friday, 9:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m., Saturdays, 10:00
a.m. — 2:00 p.m. 972/544-3696.

Dennls Burn, Public Works Dlrector

; The City of Ferris recently completed our Manhole
| Rehabilitation Project. Over 100 sanitary sewer manholes
~ city-wide were either replaced, new ones built or existing
- ones relined. This will greatly improve our system
- allowing for efficient sanitary sewer flow to the Trinity
" River Authority collection point. Also recently completed
were paving and drainage improvements to our new public
library. A new drive connection was built to improve
traffic flow at the parking lot, new curb and gutter was
added to channelize storm water flow and to confine
vehicles to the paved surface and a new drop inlet was
added to remove storm water flow from the parking lot. Also recently completed was
the interior painting and various upgrades to our water storage tank at South Church
St. and West 7t St. These upgrades will improve our ability to continue providing
quality water to our customers.
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Annual Pioneer Day
Saturday, October 6, 2012

Sponsored by the Lions Club.

What is the Lions Club? It is an international organization
dedicated to community volunteerism. The Lions support
sight programs and services including vision screenings, eye

banks, eyeglass recycling, and eye care services to those at risk

of losing their sight.

Locally, the Lions Club provides two scholarships each year to graduating Ferris
High School seniors.

For more information about the Ferris Lions Club, contact Chuck Dart at
972/842- 2923.

eParade starts at 10:00 a.m. TR

. JyHDOTIOWN
eFood, games, and shopping all day! P o 8
eLive music at the Pavilion 7 - 9 p.m. M
The Police and Fire Departments will join
the community at 4:00 p.m. on October 6t
during the Pioneer Days event, on the

Downtown Square to observe the 29th annual
National Night Out 2012. I

o —— Hope t0 see ya there'

The third annual Great Pumpkin 5K Run/Walk , sponsored by the

in. Ferris Downtown Association, kicks off at 8:00 a.m. Saturday
“' | October 27.  Registration forms on cityofferris.org. This year’s

beneficiary is the Ferris Lions Club. Bring your group for some

exercise while benefiting our community.


http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/our-work/sight-programs/index.php�
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Chuck Dart, Economic De\/eLopmem:

Christmas on the Square is set for Saturday, December 1 in
‘W Historic Downtown Ferris. Taste the delicacies, take photos with
Santa, enjoy holiday music and decorate your home. A free

movie will be played after dark in the pavilion.

! ' ()
i Ferris Main Street is on Facebook Q

The 2011-2012 fiscal year ended on September 30, 2012. Ferris Economic
Development collected net $149,856 for the fiscal year , beating last year ‘s total by
15.2%.

K> gconomic Deve'°P'he,,, Look for City of Ferris citizen board photos and

lists of accomplishments on cityofferris.org. They

will be posted during the 4th quarter under the

s

g

Economic Development page. These are your

"I“'m ..'.I.'llal neighbors who unselfishly contribute their free time

to the good of the community.

| Fall has arrived with a wonderful reduction in the hot
temperatures! But even with some of the rain the area has
received and the cooler temperatures, the outdoor fire danger is
still extremely high. Ellis County has extended the outdoor burn
ban until December due to this hazard level. Outdoor burning is
still prohibited in the area.

I As we enter into the holiday season we need to keep safety in

mind so everyone has a great holiday experience. Remember to
keep holiday decorations away from open flames as well as keeping Christmas trees
moist by maintaining water at the tree base. Check holiday lights and devices to make
sure all electrical wires are safe. As the daylight savings time change approaches, use
that date as a reminder to change the batteries in your smoke detectors!

And remember, a little safety planning makes all the holidays an enjoyable and
memorable time for all! Have a fun and safe holiday season!
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Main Street City"

100 Town Plaza

Ferris, Texas 75125

Veteran’s Day Monday, November 12, 2012

City offices
\ ty. Thanksgiving Thursday/Friday, November 22-23, 2012
will be . . .
m Christmas Day Tuesday, December 25, 2012
\ closed: Y y

New Year’s Day Tuesday, January 1, 2013

Permits § Inspections

There is a permitting procedure in place for the City of Ferris. If you are
adding on to your house, adding or  replacing a fence, adding a carport or
installing a swimming pool, each require a permit. Please come apply for a
permit at City Hall before you begin your project. We are here to help and
assist you.

Unsure if your project requires a permit? Contact Dennis Burn,
P.E., at 972/544-2965 for more info.

D 9
FOF?EET! . .
~ = You must get a permit when holding a Garage Sale.

LA The permit fee is $10.00 and can be issued at City Hall.
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