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2012 was a very exciting year for the
City of Ferris. During 2012, we saw the
completion of the Mutz Park Baseball
Field Complex and the Ferris Public
Library. = Both have proved to be
wonderful additions to the City and are
getting a tremendous amount of use.

In addition to these public facilities, we saw the
completion of the Shaw Creek Towne Center. This new
retail center is now the home of Subway and has multiple
other tenants that will be joining them in the near future.
We also saw the construction and opening of the new
Pizza Hut on I-45. I encourage you to support these new
businesses as well as all other Ferris establishments when
making decisions on where you will shop and dine.

We are always looking for residents who want to be a part
of all the excitement that is occurring in the City. One
great way to get involved is to serve on some of our
boards and committees. We currently have vacancies on
our Board of Adjustments, Planning and Zoning
Commission and Housing Authority Board. If you would
like to get involved and participate in all the great things
going on in the City, please contact city staff at City Hall.

As we start another new year, I wish you all prosperity
and happiness. I look forward to continued progress in
the City and another great year.
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Sam Love, Police Chief

We participated in a successful toy collection for the North Ellis
County Outreach program. We also assisted them on December
21 when the recipients came to get the toys, clothes and food
items. We are thankful to the Ferris First United Methodist
Church for their donation of Bibles for the benefit of our jail
| inmates. Dollar General also donated magazines. We want to
thank Diane Lankford of Franks Smokehouse Barbeque for her
Thanksgiving Dinner that was enjoyed by the jail inmates who
had the misfortune to be in jail on Thanksgiving. The police department enjoyed being
a part of the 2012 Family Fiesta at Lucy Mae McDonald Elementary. We met lots of
children and parents. We handed out lots of safety information including coloring
books about being safe and how to be safe around strangers to the children. We
continue to invite participation in our neighborhood crime watch programs for the
Shaw Creek and North Ferris areas. We would like to have someone from the other
areas organize similar groups. We meet monthly and learn how to work together to
prevent and detect crime. We also have presentations about many subjects related to
police services and the welfare of the community. We have free publications available
at the police department about emergency preparedness, being safe and secure and
working together to fight drug abuse. These were published and made available with
donations from several businesses in Ferris. If you need police services please call
972/544-2225 or 911 in an emergency.

Scott Mitehell, Fire Chtef

| Happy New Year from the Ferris Fire Department!
| As winter settles in we need to make sure our heating equipment
is in proper operating condition to keep us warm and safe. Make
sure filters are changed and burners are adjusted properly to
prevent carbon monoxide exposure as well as operate at the best
B efficiency and cost effectiveness. Keep space heaters clear of
A items that could catch fire. Make sure heaters are UL listed and
have overturn protection! Don’t forget that wildfires are a huge
danger when the fuel is dead, the air is dry and the wind is blowing! The Ferris Fire
Department closely monitors hazardous fire conditions to meet the needs of our
community. The City of Ferris adheres to Burn Bans issued by the Ellis County
Commissioner’s Court. Please stay warm and safe this winter season!
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Dennls Burn, Public Works Dlrector

i With the recent cold weather, and more cold weather
to continue, now is a good time to protect your water
- pipes from freeze damage. Make sure you disconnect
. your garden hoses from the hose bibs and wrap them
with insulation. Also wrap and protect any other
exposed, above ground water pipes. We anticipate to
begin construction in the next two months of various
paving and drainage improvements throughout
Ferris. These improvements will provide for better
pavement smoothness and the flow of storm water. Be observant of any traffic
control signs and workers in the area. The lights were replaced at the elevated
water storage tank on Western Hills Drive. The lights will be replaced soon on
the elevated water storage tank on IH 45. Please remember that improvements
to your property such as storage buildings, carports, additions to you house and
fences require a permit. Please come by City Hall before you start and we will
guide you through the permit process.

The City of Ferris proposed the Yellowjacket Trail, a
10’ wide multi-use trail on FM 660 connecting Ferris
Junior High School to Interstate 45, for the TxDOT
Transportation Enhancement Program. The trail will
alleviate the dangerous situation that exists.
Many support letters from the community and our
Texas and US representatives were received. TxDOT
decision will be announced in six to nine months.

Get 2 head start on Snrina Plaaningt

LB T A7 SIArt On SPORNYRNEENSS

The City of Ferris holds our annual Spring Clean-Up the first full week of
April. Get a head start this year and clean out your home, garage, or
storage building. Our next issue of the Newsletter will have more
information on drop-off locations and times.
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Kath Yy Ha rrington, Librarian

- The Ferris Public Library has an exciting year
~ | planned. On January 24, 2013, children are invited
" to tell their funniest joke to celebrate Belly Laugh Day.
.’E\H; Prizes, to be determined by audience, will be given for
1t 2nd and 31 place. Contest rules will be available at
" the Library.
| During Spring Break, March 18 — 22, we have
activities and a Movie Matinee scheduled. The
Library’s 7th Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, March 23.
We host an after-school game time every Tuesday afternoon. Children ages 10
and under play from 3:30 P.M. — 4:30 P.M. and ages 11 to 17 play from 4:30
P.M. - 5:30 P.M. A Story Time for pre-school children and their caregivers is
held on Thursdays at 10:00 A.M. The Ferris Library has conventional,
audio, and e-books, popular magazines, and DVD movies available for checkout.
Other services we offer include tax forms, copying, fax, local newspapers, and
Wi-Fi. The Library has 20 public use computers with high speed Internet.
During the school year we hold adult programs such as GED, ESL, and
basic computer classes. Become a fan of the Ferris Public Library on Facebook
or feel free to call with any questions. The Ferris Public Library is located at 301
E. 10t Street across from Mutz Park Baseball facility. Hours: Tuesday — Friday,
9:00 A.M. — 6:00 P.M., Saturdays, 10:00 A.M. — 2:00 P.M. 972-544-3696.

Dowg Childers, I.T. Dlrector

In mid October citizens gave their (non-binding)
. opinions on new City logo concepts. This logo
 was the clear favorite, although nearly everyone

" agrees the “F” needs replacement.
Return to cityofferris.org for more surveys on other
topics.

Visit our website @
www.CifyUf‘Ferrir,orﬂ
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Chuck Dart, Economic De\/eLopmem:

Unseasonably warm weather helped bring a record turnout
for Christmas on the Square. Special thanks to the
FHS student volunteers!

Picture on right: Christmas on the
Square First Place Parade Float Winner,

i New Beginnings Bible Church
4th Quarter
E Gina Williams, DDS, signed a
New Businesses:! —— lease at Shaw Creek Town
Chances Are 214 W 6th Street Center. Her dental practice
Dresses and jeans. will open in March.

Chanley’s Treats 220 W 5th
Street, Chocolate delights.

Volunteer Hours by Group
Subway 454 FM 664 2011 vs 2012

500 7
Volunteerism is up in Ferris! a00

300 '
For the second year in a row, Christmas 200 - o

p " 012
on the Square experienced an increased T

number of people who volunteered MS Ciizens 1D FDA Lol totdl
. . Board govt  hours
their personal time .

The Ferris Lions Club will increase the number of Senior Scholar-
ships due to the success of the Great Pumpkin 5K Run/Walk . FHS
Seniors should check with school counselors for rules and the due date .

2013 Events:
Earth Day, April 13

Brick Festival, April 27 Main Street:
Race for the King, May 4

2012-2013 Board Youth Advisors!

Frankie Abrego and Sam Juarez.
Juneteenth, June 15

Pioneer Day, October 5 Park Board:
Great Pumpkin Race, Oct 26

Christmas on the Square, Dec 7

Ferris Main Street is on Facebook
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100 Town Plaza

Ferris, Texas 75125

Cify Of Ferris WaterDePt!

Per Ordinance 0-12-725:
Water bills are sent out to customers on the last business day of the
month. Customers will have until the 15th to pay their bill in full. At
8:00 am on the 16th, late fees are added to any accounts with a balance
due. At 8:00 am on the 21st, reconnect fees are added to any accounts
still unpaid. If a water account is unpaid by 8:00 am on the 21st, your
water is subject to be disconnected at any time on the 21st.
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