EFPES

July - September 2014

Volume 7, Issue 3

WWW.FERRISTX.ORG

A Texas Main Street City that Bricked the World

In this issue
-1-

City Manager
-2-
Library Director
Police Chief
-3-

Fire Chief
-4-

Economic Development

_5_
I.T. Director
Building Official
-6-

City Contact List

Council Meetings
are held on the
1st & 3rd Monday

of each month.

215 w. Sixth St.
Ferris, TX 75125

Dennis Burn, City Manager

| would like the residents of the City of Ferris to help me in
welcoming our new Mayor, Micheal Driggars, and our new
Council Member Place 3, Angela Bruner, to the Ferris City
Council. Mr. Driggars was elected Mayor and the City
Council then appointed Ms. Bruner to fill the unexpired
term vacated by the Mayor's election. Also Destiny
Wright was appointed as the City Secretary. All three
individuals are committed to continuing to provide
excellent service to the City, its residents and staff. Come
by City Hall to meet Destiny and come to a City Council
meeting to see our new Mayor and new Council Member. Our City Council meets
every first and third Monday of each month at 6:00 PM.
The City Council Chambers are located at 215 W. 6th Street.

You have probably noticed the construction going on along 5th Street between
Main Street and Church Street. An ADA compliant sidewalk is being con-
structed. When complete, not only will we have a new sidewalk, but ramps,
handrails and lighting will also be built. This is a much needed improvement to
the City and will be enjoyed for many years to come.

Also being constructed are improvements to our sanitary sewer system. These
improvements are being built using a method called "pipe bursting" which employs
a technique of replacing sewer lines without having to trench the entire
length. These improvements will replace some aging lines and will reduce the
amount of inflow/infiltration.

You can now view the City of Ferris annual water quality report online
at www.ferristx.org/forms/2013CCR.pdf

This report contains important information about the
source and quality of your drinking water.
Please call 972/842-2752 if you would like a paper report.

Este informe contiene informacion importante acerca
de su agua potable.

Haga que alguien lo traduzca para usted, o hable con alguien ‘ ‘ q - F] ﬁ -
que lo entienda. ‘s b L - & ‘ 2,



Kathy Harrington, Library Director

Magic, and clowns, and puppets! Oh, my! The Ferris Public Library’s Summer Reading Club has it all!
Bring your child/children to enjoy the fun and educational programs, while they retain their reading
skills  throughout the summer. SRC continues until July 23 for our younger
patrons and July 25" for teens.

The Ferris Library has been selected by the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus to be a
participant in Reading with Ringling Bros.! This year they will present Built to Amaze! at the American
Airlines Center, July 30 - August 10, and at the Ft. Worth Convention Center,
August 13 — 17. Your child, ages 2 — 12, can earn a free circus tickets after reading five books.

: The Navarro College sponsored English as a Second Language (ESL) will begin on Tuesday, August
26 for the 2014 — 2015 school year. ESL classes will be held every Tuesday and Thursday, 10:00AM — 1:00 PM. Currently, we
have not received confirmation that the General Educational Development (GED) program will be held at this site. For more infor-
mation on adult education call Navarro College at 1-800-NAVARRO. B

If you didn’t get the chance to visit the Library’s Open House/Mural
Unveiling, please stop by and view the murals artist, Jer Giles, created. He
did an excellent job of portraying Ferris’ past as well as capturing present
day achievements.

The Library is located at 301 E. 10" St. Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9AM-6PM,
Saturday 10AM-2PM. For more information call 972-544-3696 or email:
kathy.harrington@ci.ferristx.us.

Sam Love, Police Chief

MYSTERY SHOPPER SCAM is victimizing people in Ferris

We are having an increasing number of victims reporting that they sent money to someone after
receiving a solicitation by mail or email to become a “Mystery Shopper”. Dishonest promoters use
newspaper ads, emails and mail to create the impression that mystery shopping jobs are a gateway
to a high-paying job with reputable companies.

Don’'t Wire Money
You may have heard about people who are “hired” to be mystery shoppers, and told that their first
assignment is to evaluate a money transfer service, like Western Union or MoneyGram. The
“shopper” receives a check with instructions to deposit it in a personal bank account, withdraw the amount in cash, and
wire it to a third party. The check is a fake. So the “shopper” is now a victim because the money they sent came out of their
bank account and is gone. And sometimes the victim’'s bank account is over drawn because the bank let them draw on
funds expected from the check they deposited. There is no way to recover the victim’s money. These crooks pick up the
money from any wire service location and do not have to show id to do it. Even if they did they would use a fake id.
This happens in other countries. Federal Law Enforcement Agencies have task forces to address this problem
but they have very little success identifying the crooks.

DON'T BECOME A VICTIM! If you are solicited to send money in order to get money it is a scam.

If you want more information
visit the Federal Trade Commission website http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/scam-alerts
or call the Ferris Police Dept. at 972/544-2225.



http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/scam-alerts
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Tim Birdwell, Fire Chief

Summer has arrived! Please be safe as you enjoy summer activities. Be sure
and use personal floatation devices (life jackets) when participating in water
activities, especially around area ponds and lakes. Remember to tell the
children it is important to always have a swim buddy alongside them whenever
they go swimming. Equally important is to know Cardio Pulmonary Resuscita-
tion (CPR). Countless lives are saved each year because someone took the time
to go get their CPR training. This training can be done in as little as 4 hours,
and includes adult, child, and infant CPR. Another fun activity of summer is
grilling outside. It is important to keep small children away from the grill and do not ever leave the
grill unattended for any period of time while children are playing nearby.
Remember that any burns that are received should immediately be cooled with water, simple tap
water. By cooling a burn with water you lessen the degree of the burn by way of the cool water. If
you use a garden hose be sure that the hose is new and has not been used for other around the home
uses.

I want to remind everyone once again to be sure and register with our local ambulance provider
CareFlite. Our Emergency Services District # 5 has paid for the citizens of Ferris and the district a
subscription for this service; it can save you lots of time not having to deal with paperwork,
ambulance bill, and telephone calls. We will have forms at the fire department, 203 S. Church for
you to fill out and mail in or you can call (877) 339-2273 and register over the telephone. I have had
several people come by the fire department inquiring about their ambulance bill. It is very simple to
do, and again saves you lots of time. Please be sure and list all your family members who
reside within your home address. If you have any questions please call the fire
department at 972-842-2898 if help is needed, we cannot register you but we may be able to answer
your questions in regards to the registration process.

In closing, the Ferris Fire Department is in need of volunteer firefighters, badly, we have a few
individuals that are carrying the load and answering the calls for help. We need volunteers that are
from the city of Ferris, and the Emergency District # 5 area. So if you are interested in becoming a
volunteer firefighter, like to train, like to help your neighbor out in an emergency please come check
us out. Every Tuesday night starting at 7:00 pm we have our weekly meetings, come visit us and
decide if this is something you would be interested in, there is nothing more solid than a volunteer
firefighter. Again the fire stations doors are always open for anyone to come by and visit.

Tim Birdwell - =
Fire Chief Ferris Fire Department

“Brick Tempered Pride”
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Chuck Dart, Economic Development
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Board project intending to add interest
to historic downtown. Shade and green-
ery will surround benches where six his-
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) “Welcome to Ferris” is one of the six mural themes that
ern wall. Completion (except vegeta- will be painted on 4’x8’ boards.

tion) is projected for end of August.

FRESH FOODS PLUS FEATURING Fresh Foods Plus opened at the southwest cor-

«2%’.4&4%% Cﬁ&ﬁm, ner of I-45 and E. 8th Street. The store features

REEE @ Southern Maid donuts and New Mexico style
MONDAY & TUESDAY 5AM - 2PM i

WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 5AM - 8PM Mexican food.

SUNDAY CLOSED TEL:214-673-5306

Zumba Aventura opened at 214 W Sixth
Street. The fitness business requires no contract
and offers pay-as-you-go fees by the session.
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Construction on the W. Fifth Street sidewalks between
Church and Main is over 50% complete. An underground
spring next to Land Headquarters delayed construction for over
two weeks. Completion is expected in late July.

Summer Movies on the Square:

** Downtown Pavilion starting at dusk **
Charlotte’s Web , July 11
Aliens in the Attic, August 8
TBD, Sept 12

Concessions available, no coolers, bring seating

After removing the aging rose bushes, the Ferris
Park Board planted Texas Sage and Lavender in the
planters around the downtown pavilion.
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Doug Childers, 1.T. Director
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HOME - CALENDAR - DEPARTMENTS - E-SERVICES - MYACTIONCENTER - INFORMATION - FORMS - ﬂﬂCUMENTﬁ\‘

Reporta Concern | Ask aQuestion | Contact Us 100 Town Plaza 972-544-2110

Tuesday,June 17th 2014
10:57:13am

Our City and
the next Tech Steps...

¢ Our new website is now up
} and running! I invite you to

come and take a look at the
new design and experience
many new features that are g
now available to you. And we

are adding more interactive apps each month. Even
though you can still get to our website by using
cityofferris.org, we have shortened our website name
to ferristx.org.

‘School District

" "
« City of Ferris
« Improvements

¥

CALL FOR APPLICANTS
CITY IMPROVEMENTS
WELCOME BILL JORDAN
MOBILE APPS ARE READY!
GET YOUR PERMIT I

Doug Childers
Doug.Childers@ci.ferristx.us
Information Technology Administrator

Bill Jordan, Chief Building Official

Hello! | am excited to be a part of Ferris! Since | started on May 21%' | have met so
many great people. Ferris truly exemplifies the friendly spirit of Texas. As the Chief
Building Official, | will be the community’s main contact for all construction, renovation,
repairs, zoning, and new business permits. | will also oversee Code Enforcement and
Animal Control.

! North Ellis County is experiencing expansive growth, and Ferris is seeing signs of that
growth with increased new home construction and new businesses coming to town. My
main goal is to prepare the City for this growth by ensuring all the permitting,
building, planning, and zoning processes needed to handle this influx of growth are in
place. Being prepared will ensure that we not just grow, but grow “smart.”

Al

L

Kidz Are Our Future Organization
will be serving lunch and a snack
at the Ferris Public Library, Tuesday — Friday
until the end of August.
On Mondays lunches are served at
Mutz Park, Mabel Street.
No need to register, get meal tickets,
or show proof of income.
All children age 18 and under welcome.
The Library is located at 301 E. 10" Street,
Ferris, TX.

This event is not endorsed by the Ferris Public Library
or the City of Ferris.
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Contact List

Animal Control
Building Official/Public Works Director

City Hall

Economic Development/Main Street Director
Customer Service

Fire Department (Non-Emergency)

Library

Municipal Court

Police (Non-Emergency)

Police (Emergency)

Senior Citizens

Water Department

972-544-2225
972-544-2965

972-544-2110
972-842-2923
972-842-2752
972-842-2898
972-544-3696
972-544-2323
972-544-2233
911

972-544-3071
972-842-2786




